World History 3569
Dr, Hoeh : _ Wednesday P M,

THE TRANSITIORAL KINGDOMS: VANDALS, HERULI, OSTROGOTHS

After the Roman defeat by the Visigoths at Adrianople in 378, we have the can~
timuing story of the collapse of the Roman Zmpire as found an page 134 in Langer,

Stilicho

At the bottom of the first colum we discover that the Erpercr Honcrius (395-423)
appointed the Vendal Stilicho as master of the troops, Bere vas a situation where a
barbarian had command of all the military forces! It was not just that the Germans
were merely in charge of the wall along the Rhine, tut now me of them is in charge
of the Roman army inside the wall! It's like the camel's nose under the tent, IYou
see little by little what is happening! .

Going to column two: In 406 Gaul was overrun by Vandals and other tribes,
Tn 407 there was the farced evacuation of Britain, the camplete departure of the

troops. The dates may vary slightly in some sources but I think this is the standard
date for the purposeful evacuation of the island,

And then in August of 408 Stilicho was murdered at Hanorius! order! The Emperor
did not trust his military commander anymore, Things were just not going right feor
the Empire, ‘

Rome Sacked!

Notice next that the Emperor Theodosius, emperor in the east who began his reign
in 408, "issued the carliest collectiam of existing laws, the Theodosian Code." When
& society has to miltiply, classify, and codify more and more lews, you have a good
indication that society is breaking down due to increased crime and lawlessness!
when people are behaving themselves there is no need for a lot of laws, But when
old laws have to be definel and new cnes passed as a gubstitute for the breaskdoyn in
peoplets character, the natian is in trouble. So it was in ancient Rome, So it is
in the United States todgy!!

Now, in 409 Alaric invaded Italy and briecfly set up a usurper. Then in 410 this
Visigothic leader is able to sack the city of Rome! This had never been dme sincs
the Gauls did it in 390 B.C.! (Refer back to page 85,) This is striking. Exactly
800 years later! Rome had gope uptouched for 8 centuries!

Look how fast this happeneds From the Battle of Adrianople in 378 when the En-
peror fell to revolts in France in the army (383) and the evacuation of Britain (407),
the making of more and more laws being codified, the attack of the Fums in the east
end the Visigoths fleeing from them—so the Visigoths enter into the EBmpire and dom-
inate mich of the West to the point vhere they are able to go all the way down through
the Italian peninsula to the city of Rome!

Alaric soan died in southern Italy and his brother-in-law led the Visigoths into
Geul (412) "and thence began the conquest of Spain from the Vandals (415)."

The Ramans Didn't Care!

And so the collapse of Rame contimies, This was not a very pretty'picture. But
it does show that within about one century after Christianity had been legalized, the

37



World Histary of 3-5-(9 2

Aupire was collapsing from within., Many of the pagans blamed the church far the fall;

t actually there is every evidence to show that the Empire was on its last legs in
the 3rd century A,D, and was saved by a few great men like Diocletian, Constantine,
and Thecdosius so that the final collapse was postponed for amother century,

But it couldn't last, and now it was beginning to collapse because more and more
the people had lost all interest in maintaining the Empire, In fact, there were bar-
barians like Stilicho who were more interested in preserving the SDmpire than the peo-
rle in Rome themselves!! They had lost interest, This was the state of affairsl

The Vandals Move Inl

Now if we locok at the story beginning on page 135 we will see some new develop-
ments completely unprecedented in the Romen world! Up to this point—Ilisten!--the
whole of the Mediterranean world, for four centuries and more, had been & Roman wash
basin! Hereafter, suddenly, something umusual is taking placel

The barbarians were moving past Italy going through France and into Spain—sand
suddenly you discover that one whole regian of the Romen Empire, in the most unlikely
aroa (or maybe the most likely areal), was completely occupied by a barbarian people,
Wo!ll use the Roman term here—"barbarian™! This was North Africa occupied by the
Vandals who originally came fram the regians of Poland, The Vandals had gme from
Polend through to north of the Black Sea and the Ukraine, then wandered through cen-
tral and western Burope through Gaul into Spain, they stayed in Spain until the Visi~-
goths drove them out, and then they went into Narth Africa,

So now we have the beginning of a very remarkable series of events defined pro-
phetically in the Book of Daniel (Dan, 7:8). Under the date 429--very bottom of col,.
2 on p, 134~—we read, "The /Ram general Bonifatius tried to set himself up as in-
dependent in Africa, with the aid of the Vandals, who crossed from Spain under Gaiser-
ic (Genseric), PBut the Vandals seized Africa for themselves"—not just under the
Roman general——"after a two-year siege of" the city of Hippo mn the coast not far
west of Carthage, During this siege St Angustine, the bishop of Hippo, died (430).

The next paragraph under the date 430 tells how Aetius, another Roman generdl,
defeated the Visigoths in Gaul, So this man was able to resolve the problem in Gaul
but, in the meantime, the Vandals were able to take over in Noarth Africa, And so we
date the beginning of the Vandelic kingdom, as a separate independent kingdom in North
Africe, in 429, Make careful note of the date 4291 Here in the region of central
and western North Africa, then, wo suddenly discover g Germen-speasking peocple, the
Vendals, getting complete control, They later (455) got their name becsuse of the
way they pillaged—that's the Roman usage of the term—iut they were also called
"endal" earlier meaning scmebody who wanders; it comes fram the Germeam word yven-
dalen which means "to wander,"

Vendal Kingdom RECOGNIZED!

Notice what is stated next in the first colum on p. 135 under the year 435:Whe
Vandal kingdom in Africa was recognized. The Vandals took Carthage in 439, Uhat
doos it mean they were "recognized"? All kinds of barbarians had been aromd-—the

Romans saw them, What is the significamce of the term rec zed? This is a good
modern term,
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It means these Vandals were recognized by the Raman government ags a lezitimate
Kingdon withip the areg of Rome itgelf continuing the Romen government or system—
but, in this case, vig the Vandals and their government!

All other barbarians up to this time, without exception, were allowed to settle
inside Rome's boundries but were only citizens ar, you know, friends; tut they did
not séministor the government. IThis is the first time g foreign power was allowed
Yo edminister the Romap government independently within its own area inside the
Linits of the Epire!

This was the firgt of the horms to be established, You remember the ten horms
of which 3 were uprooted, which grew out of the beast (Dan, 7:7-8, 20, 24), This
was the establishment of that first kingdam.

The Huns Stopped!

Continuing down the page, first colum: Marcian was emperor in the east, "He
allowed the Ostrogoths (east Goths) to settle as military allies (foederati) in Pan-
nonia"——tut the government was not yet administered independently by them, (That is,
the Ostrogothic Kingdam was not established in Italy until 493 which was the third
of the first threec horns,)

Mesnwhile, in 450, "Attila, leader of the Hums, decided to bring his people
fram the east into Gaul"-—meaning from eastern Burope, Then occurred the famous
Battle of Chalons in 451 near the city of Troyes, (And what is the city of Troy
doing in the West unless Trojans came there carrying the name!) Langer states here
that the Huns were defeated, Actually nobody won this struggle but the Huns went
no further simply becsuse they didn't win, The Romans and their allies merely held
them; it was a very great slaughter, This battle at Chalons is comsidered perhaps
the most catastroohic glaughter in all ancient warfare in the early cemnturies of
the present eral But it did turn the tide and stop the Hunnic onslaught,

Let me explain that up to this point the Funs had succeeded in occupying
of narthern Rurope politiczlly (not necessarily by migratiom), all the way fram the
unknown reaches of the eastern Ukraine—fram Russia into Polamnd, Germany, the Low
Coamtries, and the rest of eastern Burope north of the Roman Empire--—everything
south of Scandinavia! Nobody knows yet how this happened, what political means were
used to organize this vast territory, But they all gave their allegiance to the
Huns as if, let's say, this was a msens now cf uniting everybody against Rome! There
had never been & union like this up to this time, (Note cerefully page 157 in Langer.,)

On the gside of Rome were same of the Ostrogoths and the Framnks, This is signif-
icant, Meny German tribes, as well as sare Gothic tribes, sided with the Buns; and
a number of others sided with Rame, It was not, in this case, an instance of people
warring against each other based on tribes exclusively, Rathor, it was a divisim
as to whether the namadic barbariaps of the east, or the civilized decadent Ramang
of the west, should rule—whether world government would be administered a la Rome
or a la Attilal The battle was decided, the Raman Eupire stood! This is one reasm
why ultimately the German Franks and others in the Rhineland that supported Roame be-

care the pucleus for the continmuation of the Romap system in the Middle Ages!

The year 450 was when this great Bunnic confederation reached its zenith, But
I da't think this has ever been put together properly with the fact that in 449
the Angles and the Saxans left the continent and went to Britain, especially the
Saxans. There geems every reason to believe that the Saxons as a people, instead
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of wanting to submit to Attila and the Puns decided--since they were never a part of
the Roman Fwpire, weren't even near it, they were too far north--that they would leave
there znd go to the British Isles, So what happened was that the sncestors of the

English-speaking world left the coptinent as the Huns were organizing the north of
Jurope against Rome, That is the picture,

Who Were the Huns?

I cannot take the time here to go into great detail about the background of the
Puns., There is material on this in Herodotus, However, it is important to realize
This was done over 600 years prior to this great battle at Chalons around 21Z-B.C.
(p. 145 in Langer), The Great Wall of China was built to stop the Huns from conquer-
ing Chinai 1In the UWest here in 451 A,D. the Ramans and their allies didn't have any
wall but they prevailed in the battle in France,

The Muns were more than one people, The skeletal structure recovered from ths
graves of the Funs show that meny of them were white., Almost all the leaders around
ccurt were German-speaking. This is definitely known. Every evidence shows that the
original white Bupnic tribe was Germap to start with, but went way, way to the east.
The comnen idea is that the Huns were nomadic Mangols who came into Rurope out of
China, There was intermarriage, but the original Huns were Germans from Durope who
went east but much later came back into Zurope,

Thus we see that the Germans, whether they are in Asia or in Burope, always feel
the need to make war. And so when they were bordering on China, between two centuries
3,0, and three centuries A,D,, there was this constant struggle, The Chinese finally
defeated them——in a sense! That is, the Hms once upon a time defeated the Chinese
—&nd then intermarried with them, And the end result was that g Chinege Fup go%
rid of all the other Hung! That's the way it worked out; and so they all came back
west, First they were in the region east of the Caspian Sea (what is known as Soviet
Central Asia today), and then they went west into the Ukraine, and now they poured
into western Rurope in late Roman times—gnd then gettled in Hungary., Hence we call
it Mun-garia, the land of the Mung! However the major people who now live thers are
not Muns anymore——they are Magyarg (see top of cols 2 an p, 261 in Langer). The Hms
as a tribe broke down.

Now the ruling family of the Huns, by the way, is preserved in Hungarien tredi-
tion——every generation from the beginning down to Attila; and fram Attila down to Ar-
pad (see pp. 261-3) who led the Hungarians fram the Sea of Azov into Hungary., And
the original ancestor of this long line is Nimrod the hunter from the Tower of Babel,
This is an interesting thing! They are the anly people whose traditicns definitely
associate the royal line all the way back to Nimrod who intermarried with an Aramaic
princely line (I think they were called Alans in the Hungarian traditim), 4nd Nim-
rod by the Alan wamen or women——I forget vhat the situation was right now, I'll have
4o reread it—had two scns, Hunor and Magor. Hence the Magyars came fram Magor and
the Huns came from Hunor, This is their tredition, (But there were other Fms as
well, Germanic Funs, And apparently even others like the Naphtalite Huns, We mist
reglize that ™mn" in this sense means "ten" in Turkic, Thgs some Huns may indeed
have even bsen scattered rernants of the Ten Tribes, Such a thing could be; that is,

they were living among them, I don't know anything about the latter except the Naph=
talite Huns is a tribe that appears in Greece,)
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Vandals Sack Rome

Going on: In 452 Attila invades Italy but is turned back by the Pope——uho sup-
posedly warned him but probably paid him! %Attila died in 453 and his hordes broke
up," His empire cracked up right after kis death, There was no stability in it,

In June of 455 Gaiseric and the Vgndals crossed over the Mediterranean fram
North Africa and sacked Rome, "By the thoroughness of their destructiom they at-
tached g permanent stigma to their name.® That is, they so thoroughly sacked Rame
that anybody that pillages and carts almost everything away is a vandal—-to vandal-
ize, to destroy! - _

The Suevian Ricimer is mentioned in the next paragraph on p. 135 toward the bot-
tom of colurm one, The Suevi were another people that came into Italy at this time,
But all of these other groups, whether Suevi or Visigoths or whoever, did not set up
an independent kingdom that continmued the Raman government. They ultimately carwved
out a piece of territory for their own but never, like the Vandals, perpetuated the
Roman system! If they were ultimately Romanized it's because Rame took them over,
Now we will be coming tc two cther tribes, the Heruli and CUstrogoths, that contimued
the Raman government, ;

Odovacar and the Heruli

Now in 475 we have Romlus Augustus becoming Emperor in the West, Then in Sep-
tember of 476, "after defeating and killing Orestes at Pavia," a group of people fram
the Baltic, having lived in the region of Czechoslovakia and bardering areas, lnown
as Herulians and Sciri and Rigii and other tribes—groups of Baltic people—under the
Herul n Cdovacar (or Odoacer) "deposed Romulus Augustulus, the last emperar of the
west, at Ravenna," Notice—at the city of Ravemna! Why? Because Rome had been
sacked twice already by Alaric the Visigoth (410) and then by Gaiseric the Vandal
(455). And the only safe place in Italy was at Ravenna on the Adriatic coast narthe
east of Rame, That shows what was happrening——the entire West was finished! And thus
this year of 476 marks the traditional end of the Roman Empire,

Next paragraph: "The eastern emperor, Zeno, apparently recognized Odovacar as
‘patrician'"——a "title of honor for barbarian commanders," This word RECOGNIZED
is again well-used becsuse the Heruli established this kingdom in Italy while the
Vandals were in North Africs, and continued the Roman government in Italy as the
Veandals continued the government in North Africa but, in this case, in their own
style--in their own wagy. They were independent but autharitatively recognized as
perpetuators of the Roman system of government. So, again, the key word you want to
take note of is "recognized",

Contimuing the paragraph: "Nepos retained titular claim as emperor until his
death in 480 and after that date the empire was theoretically reunited under the
eastern emperors, but actually Odovacar ruled as an independent king in Italy,."
Nevertheless, he was recognized officially there, You see, theorstically the em-
pire was reunited but Odovacar was handling it independently in the West, So this
clearly shows that in theory the governments were restored--the Roman Bmpire in the
West under Odovacar as a lesser ruler, let's sgy, and the Bastern Empire predomi-
nant, But yet he was really independent as a separate horn,

Theodoric and the Ostrogoths

Now continuing under the date 481: "On the death of Theodoric, the san of Stra-
bo, Zeno recognized his rival /Theodoric the Amal—there were two Theodorics who were
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rivals for control of the Ostrogoths; see near top of cclumg7 as patrician and master
of the trocps." This part of the story needs clarification, We have the Ostrogoths
now, under Theodoric, acting as Zeno's agent; in 488 they invade Italy, So the Heru-
1i held the country for only 12 years.

Continuing the account: "After a three-year siege of Ravenna, Odovacar surren=-
dered" in February of 493--which marked the end of the Heruli as a geparate m:'
"After a three-year siege of Ravemna, Odovacar surrendered, He was som after mur-
dered by Theodoric., Italy was united under Theodorigc the Great as the kingdom of the
Qgtrogoths™ now again perpetuating the Empire in the West. So here are ocur key dates:
429 for the founding of the Vandal kingdom; 476 marked the overthrow of Rome and the
founding of the Heruli; 493 witnessed the overthrow of the Heruli and the founding
of Theodcric's Ostrogothic realm in the West, These are dates you will want to re=
member, Mr. Armstrong has used them in the prophecy chart, Take & good look, be
familiar with them, and see why the Bible mentions this in prophecy: We are to un=-
derstand that these three powers were the ones that gontinued this Roman fom of
government,

Who Were the Vandals, Heruli, and Cstrogoths?

Now, what are the origins of these threc pecples?

The Vandals descend from Vandalus of the royal line of the ancient Germean kings
and would appear to be, in this sense, then, Assyrian at least in the major part of
the stock. There may have been others like the Alamns iho came among them, The Van-
delic kingdom was, in that sense, Germenic of Assyriae

The Berull were Hebrews of the line of Joktan, If you check page 18 of vclume
two of the Carpendium you will discover that Hoeril is one of the ancient German names
of Favilah, cne of the soms of Joktan (Gen, 10:29), Wnen you see the Hebrew you
wouldn't quite grasp it, but Feeril could be none other than the ancestor of the
Heruli, The Heruli were thersfore a Hebrew pecples The Vandals were Germanic, the
Reruli were Hebrew, and the Ostrogoths were the eastern Goths, the children of Gether
(Gen. 10:23), the son of Aram and hence Aramaic.

Ttaly itself, of course, was heavily Chalcean. Hebrew or Chaldean are inter-
changeatle terms, If you want to think of them as descended from Heber as distinct
from Arphaxad then they arc normally Hebreuws and also Chaldean (Gen, 11:12-17), Is~-
raclites are, in this sense, descendents of Arphaxad end hence Chaldeans tut to look
at it this way is a complote misuse of the term: Abrabam came from the land of the
Chaldees tut left all identity behind and is thought of as strictly a Hebrew (Gen,
14313), and the Chaldees he left behind were just another type of people from which
the later Chaldean stock descended,

Now T won't tell the whole story here but in Classical Lit., we may hsve a chance
to read vhat heppened to the Heruli, After they were defeated in Ttaly same of them
stayed within the Roman Empire in the east, but a significant portion went all the
way back through Gernany, through Denmark, %o Thule, Where is "Tlmle"? That is the
question! It 1s unclear whether they went all the way to Jceland or anly to Scan=-
dipavia~-but they finally ended up in one of those arcas, Who kmows vhat they meemt
by Thule at that time--Ultamatiule, meaning the farthermost Thule, Sometimes they
think it mems Scendinavia, That may be the case, I have no proof that it would be
Icolend——I have no archacolopical proof of ite I think it's more likely it was Scan-
dinavia and from there somo went on to Iccland, But the bulk of the Heruli origin-
ally came from the Balbic (with other Hebrew peoples who wore living around them),
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Raman_Rulers Not Italian!

Now notice the bottam of colum two on page 135: Justinian comes to power in
527 and he reigns wntil 565. So this marks the beginning of the Empire of Justinien
who marks the first restoration of the geven revivals of the Roman Empire, The
yoar 527 is when he cames to power in the East—just take note of it, The details
of his reign are taken up beginning with page 186 in Langer, What is important a-
bout the date 527 is that we will now discover g major revival of the East,

Befare going on we should note that many rulers of the later Roman Empire were
Thracians, Illyrians, Spaniards—smybody but a&n Italien! I suppose gsomebody has
mede a tharough study of it but I have not seen a list or an ocutline illustrating
this; I suppose we could use Langer and draw up a list of the Romen Emperars show-
ing their background. .

Mmymmmmmm beginning with the 3pd

A.D., ¥ere ndn= . All the paior leaders were some other people! The Italiams
had exhausted themselves by the way they had been living, Well actually, look how
meny lives they must have lost in war to create the empire in the first place—that
was the origin of the problem! And finally they were swellowed up by the pecple
shom they ruled over--just more of them! '

The best hrains in Italy were fleeing elsewhere anyway to find a better place
to 1ive. Who wanted to live in Rome with the mob mn the dole and viewing all these
crazy circuses that were going on! So the most able Romans left and the freed
slaves were taking over, Thus Italy was no longer the center, That's why ultim-
ately the center of government was moved to the East and Constantinople became the
headquarters of the Empire,

Western Empire "Petered Out"l!

Now we'll take a look at the top of colum me o page 136: Neither Diocletian
nor did any of his successors stop the decay that had attacked the empire, The army
became more and more barbarien. ®The active defense was entrusted to barbariemn mer-
cenaries under their powerful chiefs, who came to dominate the state,"

Now notice the next statement containing an expression I like very mach! "Thus,
the empire in the west did not fall: it petered out"! It just sort of collapsed——
little by little by little!

After all, the Vandals were already in North Africa in 429—which is almost half
a century (actually 47 years) before Rome fell! And North Africa had already fallen,
see? Spain was collepsing, and so on.

Now notice the next statement here on page 136 about the other ®leg" of the
“image® (Den, 2): "In the east the empire, in Greek garb, maintained itself, at times
as a very great and splendid power, until the cmquest of Canstantinople by the cru-
ssders in 1204 end the definitive fall of the city into the hands of the Turks (1453)."

The Gogl of the Catholic Church

There was a decline in art. Very little is known of the literature of the day.
The e exception was the Church: MActive intellectual life, . .appeared chiefly in
the Clurch," That is, there was now a new idea that the Church, you see, would be
able to control the Roman Bmpire and that this whole wonderful system could be can~
verted, and they were going to create the Hamam Empire into the Kingdam of Godl
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So they had a goal, Their goal—-the goal of the Church—yas to make the Romsp
Bpire the Fingdom of God, That's we find the Catholic Church being, if you please,
concuered by Rere., The saying is that the Church triumphed over pagan Rome—tut
just the reverse is ftrue! The world has yet to realize this, The Clurch, them, was
campletely Ramanized,

Continuing with the material on this page: The great religious writers are
given here including Bisebius whose great work was Historia ecclesiastica (thatts
his Church Higtory)e. Heresy split the eastern Church, Ieo I "the Great”, the firgt
true pope, and others, "became temporal as well as spirituel leaderg of their pecple,.™
Whoy? Because by his day—the 5th century--there wss no important secular lsader in
the West! And he really, in a sense, was superior even to the petty representatives
of the Eastern Buperor vho were residing in Ravenna., He resided in Rame, The bishops
of Rame stayed in Rame; the Rmperor's representatives from the east were in Ravemna,

25 gignificant missiomary effart of the Clurch was the sending of Ulfilas to the
Goths (c. 340-348), who converted them %o Arianiem,® Since the arthodox Catholic
position was not Arisnism this effort was not under the suthority of the bishop at
Rame. The Goths becare Arimns, the Vandals were Arians, the Feruli were Arims—all
these barbarian tribes were (if there weren't pagans among them). Only the Franks,
as we have said befcre, were Athanasiany This is g key reason why the Pope wanted
the "three horns" uprooted!

The Danation of Constantine

MA claim of territorial sovereignty_began to be based on a fictitious 'Dona=
tin of Constantine' tc Pope Sylvester /who was the Pope at Rume when Constantine
was in power/ of the lands around Rame,* This is an important matter, The Pope,
leo I, perpetrated—ar hired somebody bo perpetrate——a documentary freud! This
vas in the reriod 440-461--you should know those dates reascnably closely.

Hers, e century after Constantine, there was claim by the Church to the ter-
ritory around Rame vhich had been gbandoned by the Western Emperors who had moved
to Ravenna, And the Pope claimed o the basis of a document——which was a fraud, a
delibterate, intentional fraud--that they wanted to get control of this territay,

and thoy said it had been given to them by the Emperar Constantine! (See page 27
of volume e of the Campendium,)

Now, true Christians can make mistakes. But the church as a whole can never be
God's Church when its attempt to get possession of lend and territory for tax pur-
poses and whatever else is based an this kind of fraudl This was pot a fault in Im-
man nature--you know, that they had to overcame. This was deliberate and premedi-
tated! There is no doubt about that, and you should know of it, Today, of course,
these toplcs are hush-hushed in most books although Langer is more likely to record
them, It would be interesting for you to read about this matter in Catholic publi-
cations and see how the Catholics amalyze it in terms of the tyhite-wash brush®!

Tn reality, the old "mother church” hag %o justify a lot of things im it past!

Latin

Jerome is menticned here, He is the man who begins to translate the Bible aut
of Nobrow into Latin, Latin now became the language of the West because Greak was
no lenger accessible, The Bmpire was split! The rift became ever wider, And the
West was becaming Latinized and the East Grecisnized completely——so that in the end
the Fmpire in the East was Greok—-the Byzantine BEmpire,
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More About the Vendals

Now, turning to page 159, we take a closer look at the Vandals--"The Vandal King-
dom in Africa" is given in greater detail here (middle of columm cne), Notice toward
the bottam of the page: "In Africa the Vandals spared nobody and nothing and the L?irsﬂ
treaty made with the Romams was no restraint, After the arrivel of a fleet from Can-
stantinople, g gsscond treaty was mede, Rudocia, daughter of Valentinian [the Bmpercg/,
was betrothed to Gaiseric's son, Hunerie, and the Vandals received most of the Romen
territory except the region about Carthage."

Notice—g parriage coptract linked the two, the Vendals with Rome! Take special
note of the marriage because this was the basig of the relationship betwsen the two,

Theodoric and the Ostrogoths

The materisl on this page contimues with the QOstrogoths and their leader, Theo-
doric the Great (489-526), who suseeded the Heruli in Ttaly in 493, Very bottam of
colum two: MTheodoric was the only member of his people who was a Roman citizen;
canstitutionally the others were alien soldiers in the service of the empire. No
Homen was in military cammand, no Ostrogoth in the civil service,"”

However, take note of the next statements: ®Imperial legislation and coinage
continued,” In other words, the Ramsn laws and money continued in use! Note that
nTheodoric's 'laws! were nothing more than clarifications of imperial legislatiom,®
So here is clear evidence that the Ostrogoths under Theodoric constitute the third
horn of Biblical prophecy since they continued and maitained the Raman system!

How the Catholics Bxterminated the Herulil

Most people have never heard the part the Catholic Church played in the stary.
The Vepdsls in Narth Africa were Arigp; the Catholics in the region hated them be-
cause of this! The Catholics in North Africe (as many books will tell you) ocpenly
agked the easterp Emperar to gend troops to get rid of these Vandals and he did
Pr. 159, 186)—hence the Vandalic Wars under the leesdership of General Belisarius.
Thus the Catholic Church in the Book of Daniel is looked upon as respansible for
this! The little horn that rose up--the Catholic Church—was the institution that
asked for this, was the real cause for the troops of the eastern Empire caming to
the West to remove the Vandals.

We know that the Catholics also did the same thing with the QOstrogothg in Italy
—asked that they be removed, The representative of the Bishop at Rome had game east
to see the Bumperar, BHence the recanquest of Italy and the restaration of the Ramemn
Fupire under Justinien under the generals, Belisrius and later Narses (pp. 160, 186)e

What has never beem understood is the part the Catholic Clurch played with re-
spect to the overthrow of the Heruli. I knew nothing about it for a long time, Stu-
dents used to ask me, "Well, how do we know that the Catholic Church was instrumental
in this part of history?"

The story is found in a recently published book now in paperback, The Invasicn
of Rurope by the Barbarisms by J, B, Bury (New York 1966), pp. 180-185. The story
as found there is this: The Ostrogoths could not defeat the Herulil So, what hap-
pened was that the Catholics in Italy ell got together, they eand their leaders, and
they canspired to work ocut an agreement with the Heruli—a sort of "live and let
live agreement.," At this point the Catholics allowed the Heruli to have, ymu know,
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free rmovement., And on a particular week-end—-I think it was a Sunday, when the Heruli °
were doing their religious observances and so cn—all the Catholics in Italy as indi=-
viduals did what the Arian Ostrogoths could not do! When the Herulians'! guard was
down, due to the fact that they had made this truce of mutual coexistence, all the
Cathalics in Italy~-every family family wherever there was a Heruli in the neighbor-
hood—turmed on the Heruli and butchered them!! What the army could not do, they
let the civilisns do! And this is what destroyed the Heruli,

T am sure most histarisns have never heard this account, But, you lmow, we would
pnever fall for Catholicism in this country if leaders in the nation, religious and po-
litical, were to tell the truth-—and if the schoals were to tell the truth—about
what that church has dame! Why it is drunk with the blood of the saints and martyrsl!

Justinian Restores the Empire

Now an page 160 we have the story of the "Reconquest of Italy by the Emperce"
Sustinian., In 554 we have the completiom of this recanquest; page 161 tells us this:
fTustinian's Prammatic Sanction restored the Italian lands taken by the Ostrogoths
end made a pro forma restoration of government. . . .” That is the date given right
there in the left margin—>554! The SDA's are absolutely wrong when they use 538 be-
cause that was only the beginning, It was a major victory, but then the Ostrogoths
recanquered most of Italy and not till 554 was the land restored to the Empire-—"made
a pro forma restoration of government," There it is! The Adventists cen't belleve
it because they don't want to believe it—but the date is right there, It was not
until 554 that it was accamplished, It was g 19-year struggle! This is interesting.
This is covered in Procopius' Gothic Warg which we take up in Classical Literature
class, He shows that the Romans had mich of Italy in 538 but they lost their hold
and the Goths got control under Totila (p. 186) of most of Italy again. It took
until 554 to break the Gothic hold,

After this we have a totally new picture, We have, at this point, the first
restoration of the Romsn Bmpire—made from the Bast at the request of the West (Cath-
olics); and it will represent, in this sense, a kind of restoration around the Med-
iterraneen, This was the last restoration that centers on the Mediterranean, All
gubsequent res orations of the Roman Ewpire will now occur in a different geographic
situation: centered in France and scuthern Germany, centered in Germany—or centered
in Germeny and Mustria—snd then centered again in Frence and southern Germany; amd
finally, under Hitler-Mussolini, in Italy end Germany--which marks the first time
Ttaly is ever fully incorporated as ane of the major partuers in such & union, But,
you see, the center will be shifting now %o the heard of Burope north of Italy; It-
aly is only an adjunct in the Holy Roman Empire until Mussolini revived it, Then
it centered again in the Italian peninsula—but the real power in World War II was
not Missolini. That was just the "hot air™! The real power lay north of the Alps
—hence the Rame-Berlin Axis (as it inevitably must be),

For all practical purposes, now, we are finished with Rame &s an Pupire and the
whole story will be totally different in Burcpe, Now begins the stary of the modern

peoples of Burcps, Italy, like ancient Egypt and Mescpotamia, becames secandary
(except for the influence of the Papacy).
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What Constitutes A Resurrection of the Roman Empire?

In studying the historical fulfillments of the various resur-
rections of the Roman system, it is important to bear several basic
principles in mind. Not every governmental system arising in Italy
after 476 A.D. is of necessity a resurrection of the Empire. Nor is
collaboration‘with the pope a deciding factor. A resurrection of the
Empire is a combination of various factors, paramount among which
must be a desire by the resurging power to imitate the Roman system
and to actually look on itself as either a continuation or a revival of
Rome. Charlemagne, for example actually minted coins with the
inscription "Empire Restored,' which leaves no doubt as to what he
thought. The same, however, cannot be said for all the national states
that emerged after the demise of the original Rome.

The Vandals, on the surface, would appear more as enemies
of Rome than as a revival of the system. - They even sacked Rome itself
(455 A. D.), and never set up a kingdom anywhere in Italy. On top of
that, the Vandal kingdom was established in 429 A.D., long before the
fall of the Empire (476 A. D.). How then could the Vandals be classed
as a revival of ancient Rome?

First of all, the attacks of the Vandals against Rome are not
all that important in this discussion. Satan is divided against himself
(Matt. 12:26). Should we expect, then, harmony in his system? The
Vandals appeared on the scene as enemies of Rome, true. But look what
happened. In 429 they crossed over into North Africa and there, in what
had previously been on of the wealthiest provinces of the Empire, they
established an independent state. This state made a compact with Rome,
and--most important of all--it set up its own government on the basis of
the Roman system. In that regard it was an independent continuation of
the Roman way of life.

Now the question is, if the Vandals were a resurrection of
the Roman Empire, then why not also the Visigoths, who set up a kingdom
in Spain at about the same time? Here is the difference. The Vandal
kingdom was a completely independent state, but set up along Roman
lines. The Visigoths, however, were incorporated by the Roman Empire
as foederati--confederates. "A Gothic state was created within the Roman
state”” (Langer, An Encyclopedia of World History, fourth edition, p. 158).
The Visigoths administered Southern France and Spain on behalf of the
Empire, and by the Emperor's express request. In this regard the
Visigoths were a part of the original Empire, not a resurrection of it.
The Vandals, however, were independent.

But what about the fact that the Vandal state was established
(429 A.D.) long before Rome ever fell (476 A.D. )? Just this: the Vandals,
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although established before, continued to survive for many years after
Rome itself had fallen. The powers of the Vandals, Heruli and Ostro-
goths were all independent states that continued to perpetuate the Roman
system after the original Empire itself had collapsed. In this way the
Vandals definitely were a resurrection of Rome.

The Lombards never qualified as a resurrection of the Roman
system. Even though they invaded Italy, their kingdom never tried to
imitate ancient Rome. Nor did they look on themselves as either a
revival or a continuation of Rome. They did not have Rome as their
captial. They never entered into any kind of a compact with the Empire
(Langer, p. 164), --in fact they were just a kingdom, later Catholic,
which happened to be established in Italy. But Catholicism is no factor
for qualifying as a resurrection of the Empire. If it were, then England
would have been a prime candidate, which is unthinkable. The Lombards
never were a revival of Rome.

During the Middle Ages there were many kings who entered
into compacts with the papacy. For instance, .the French Charles of
Anjou made an unsuccesgsful bid for the imperial crown in 1273. But
not everyone who makes a deal with the pope qualifies as Holy Roman
Emperor. Charles lost the bid, and the imperial crown went to the
German Hapburgs, who held it till 1806.

What about Garibaldi and the uniting of Italy? It is true that
Garibaldi did not get along with the pope--but neither did many previous
leaders of the revivals of Rome, including Napoleon. In Garibaldi's
case, the pope plainly stood in the way of a completely reunited Italy.
The nation was finally reunited in 1871, with Rome as its capital. How-
ever, the one thing that qualified Italy as a revival of Rome was simply
the fact that Mussolini proclaimed it as such. In 1936, after the defeat
of Ethiopia, King Victor Emmanuel III assumed the title of Emperor and
Mussolini proclaimed that this was "the Empire restored."

At the end of World War II, after the fall of Mussolini, however,
Italy formally renounced any claims to being an empire. That resurrection
of the Roman system i8 therefore once again dead. All we haveat the pre-
sent is the Republic of Italy, which makes no pretensions about being a
resurrected Rome. It remains for another government to arise which
will actually claim that it is a rebirth of the Roman Empire.

In conclusion, here is a summary, in greater detail, of the
seven resurrections of the Roman Empire:

Restorations Dates

1. Justinian's Restoration 554-586
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2. Carolingians 800-924
Begun by Charlemagne and
maintained by his descen-
dants. By 924, however,
there was no one left to claim
the imperial crown.

3. Ottonians, Salians and Hohen- 962-1250 ‘
staufen
Begun by Otto I, the Empire
continued on through successive
German royal houses without
interruption. It ended in 1250,
inaugurating ''the terrible time
without an emperor' (1250-1273).

4. Hapsburgs 1273-18086
Their most prominent ruler
was Charles V,

5. Napoleon A 1804-1814 (1815)
8. Garibaldi to Mussolini 1871-1943

In 1936 King Victor Emmanuel III

agsumed the title of Emperor of

Ethiopia and the Italian state was

acclaimed as a restored Empire.

7. Final Revival

These figures give, as near as can be determined, the actual
dates of duration for the various revivals of the Roman Empire.

Gunar Freibergs
April 21, 1971
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